
Chain O’Lakes State Park:
Chain O’Lakes State Park is a Noble

County treasure in many respects. In
addition to all the recreational opportunities,
Park Naturalists welcome the opportunity to
educate visitors on many phases of nature
within the park. The Nature Center is open
on weekends, seasonally.

Gene Stratton-Porter 
State Historic Site

Just beyond her “Cabin in Wildflower
Woods”, you'll find the old, gnarled,
wisteria-covered trellis, and on either side
you'll find her gardens. Although best
known as a prolific author of novels and
nature works, Gene Stratton-Porter was also
an avid gardener. This beautiful 123-acre
site on the shores of Sylvan Lake include
her gardens, home where she did much of
her writing, and carriage house visitors
center. Trails meander through the lush,
heavily-wooded site, and wildflowers and
ferns provide a serene environment for
peaceful relaxation or a leisurely stroll.
Special events are held throughout the year
and guided tours are given of the cabin.
This is also a lovely destination for groups.
260-854-3790.
http://www.in.gov/ism/StateHistoricSites/Ge
neStratton-PorterCabin/index.aspx 

Merry Lea Environmental
Learning Center
of Goshen College

Merry Lea Environmental Learning
Center is an 1,150-acre nature preserve just

south of Wolf
Lake in
southwestern
Noble County.
Like many other
preserves, Merry
Lea offers hiking
trails, open at no
charge from
dawn to dusk.
Casual hikers
will find a
diversity of
ecosystems to
explore: prairies,
woodlands, oak
savannah,
swamps, bogs, fens, shrub-carr, marsh and
wet meadows. 

For those who desire guidance, Merry
Lea is a great place to learn from skilled
naturalists. Staff members hold degrees in
environmental education, ecology,
entomology, forestry and agriculture. Public
programs include guided hikes on the
property, canoe trips, nature photography
workshops and tours of Rieth Village,
Merry Lea's environmentally friendly field
station for undergraduate studies that
recently earned Indiana's first platinum
rating from the U.S. Green Building
Council. 

For a weekend overview showcasing
what Merry Lea offers, attend NatureFest,
held the first weekend of June each year.
This family-friendly event focuses on the
plants, animals and ecosystems of northern

Indiana. It offers hikes and workshops for
all ages, plus a 5K run over Merry Lea's
trails. At last year's event, participants
touched live reptiles, tasted wild edibles,
went geocaching, learned about geology
and just enjoyed a beautiful setting.
Camping overnight is an option.  

New in 2008 is an opportunity to join a
BioBlitz on Saturday, July 12. During a
BioBlitz, scientists, environmental
educators, ordinary citizens and interested
children join together to find and catalog as
many species as possible in one day. For a
listing of Merry Lea's public programs, go
to www.goshen.edu/merrylea/
merrynews/Upcoming.php. Hikes and
workshops are also available upon request if
schedules permit. For more information on
any of these program, call Jennifer at 260-
799-5869 or e-mail jenniferhs@goshen.edu.

Father and sons on the observation
deck at Merry Lea

Nature up close. Exploring the water’s edge
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REITH VILLAGE AT MERRY LEA
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